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ALBANY PORT AND ROAD SYSTEM, IMPACT OF GRAIN AND WOODCHIP TRUCKS 
Grievance 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9.59 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  The 
member for Dawesville said something about the planning portfolio being too big for one person.  It is obvious 
that if that portfolio were held by a member on the opposite side of the House, it would be.  We are very lucky to 
have Hon Alannah MacTiernan as our Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  If members of the Opposition 
worked half as hard as our Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, I am sure they would be a lot more popular 
in their electorates.  I am digressing.   

On 18 November 2002, a heavy freight forum was held in Albany.  Concerns were expressed that the amount of 
rail freight should be maximised where feasible and that the road network should be redeveloped to manage and 
minimise the negative local impacts of heavy trucks.  The Albany port is going right ahead, with woodchip and 
grain trucks coming through the town, and we are concerned about their impacts, on not only the roads but also 
the ports.  Money has been put aside for the Albany small boat harbour, and feasibility studies are being 
conducted at the moment.  There are concerns about the impact of the grain and woodchip trucks.  Exports 
through Albany are expected to grow from 1.7 million tonnes in 2001 to 4.7 million tonnes by 2011 as a result of 
growth in the grain and bluegum plantation woodchip industries.  It is likely that 60 to 70 per cent of this volume 
will be transported by road to the port. 

The Albany Plantation Export Company Pty Ltd was first to bring woodchips into Albany, setting the example.  
Its woodchips are brought in by rail from the mill in Down Road, placing no real pressure on the port.  However, 
other groups are coming through now, causing a real problem in the region.  A link road has been mooted for 
quite a while.  This came up in discussions in the lower great southern regional strategy group, of which I was a 
member.  One concern is that that group has not met for more than 12 months, and we were wondering when it 
would next meet, so that it can release reports on issues like the link road.  A project is under way for a road 
from Elizabeth Street to the link road and George Street.  Any vehicles coming into Albany must pass through 
the big roundabout, and when trucks travel along Chester Pass Road, Albany Highway and the Upper Denmark 
Road, it causes huge problems at that roundabout. 

We would like to see more of the industries in Albany taking to rail.  It is an issue not only of wear and tear on 
the road, but also of safety.  Tourism is one of the major industries in Albany.  Many people come from 
overseas.  Perhaps five or six people will travel in a small van.  They are not used to driving long distances on 
country roads.  When they must pass long trucks and heavy vehicles it creates situations that we do not really 
want.  A few fatal accidents have occurred along the roads involving vehicles trying to pass long trucks because 
they are not used to it.  People travelling in the north of the State accept the road trains, but people driving for 
three or four hours and suddenly encountering heavy trucks an hour out of Albany are not so prepared.   

Three people in Albany have been really pushing to get the heavy freight forum results out - John O’Dea, Pat 
Sundstrom and Kim Stanton.  One of the things Kim Stanton brought up was the recommendation for air 
sampling for diesel pollution.  She suggested that we could get the local high school to do it.  At the moment 
students at the high school monitor the seagrass and other things as part of their school projects, and they could 
take this new project on as part of that.   

Our main requests at the moment are a decision on the link road, which will come from the community group, 
and the release of the final results of the heavy freight forum.  Volunteers and service groups have put a lot of 
time and effort into it.  It has taken a while to get the final result, but things will really go ahead once it is 
released.  The port is being developed, and we do not want to see that development stopped.  The small boat 
harbour is being developed, and there are plans for an overpass from Stirling Terrace to the marina.  We want to 
encourage people to use the marina, but we also want to make sure that some of the industries start using rail.  It 
is not only a tourist issue; it is also a business and safety issue.  The sooner the heavy freight forum action plan is 
worked out, the better it will be for the region.  I would be interested in the minister’s comments.  

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [10.06 am]:  I thank the member 
for this grievance, and I regret that this report has taken much longer than we would have hoped.  It was dealt 
with some months ago, but for some reason was not released.  I have the action plan here today.  As a result of 
the member for Albany advising me of this issue earlier in the week, I have been able to bring it to a stage at 
which it is ready to release.  The member has brought to my attention the correspondence of John O’Dea and 
Kim Stanton.  It has been very timely and we have thus been able to get this report ready.  I do not want people 
to think that no work has been going on in the meantime.  Under the direction of Mr Bill Adlam from the 
Department for Planning and Infrastructure, work on the action plan has been continuing even though the 
document has not been formally released. 
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The action plan comes as a result of a community forum convened a year ago.  That forum was designed to look 
holistically at the freight planning and management issues in Albany, quite rightly picking up the concerns 
flagged by the member about the increasing volumes of woodchip traffic and the impact that is having on the 
town.  There is no doubt that the town is changing.  Whereas it was once an agriculturally based centre and port, 
the community has now become more diverse.  At the same time that traffic levels are building up, community 
expectations have changed and tolerance of trucks trundling through the town has decreased.  It has become 
more risky because of the sheer volumes and the increased tourism traffic, as the member pointed out. 

As well as Kim Stanton and John O’Dea, I also want to acknowledge Murray Gomm as one of the activists who 
has been very much in the forefront of raising these issues every time I visit Albany.  I believe Elizabeth Barton 
was also on the committee, together with Peter George, George Bray, Gavin Ellis and Ian Peacock.  I thank them 
all for their work.  The action plan is ready and will be formally released today.  We can now move forward on 
all of the action items.  We really want to see progress made, certainly by the middle of next year, on a range of 
those items. 

I note that the member has picked up Kim Stanton’s request for air monitoring.  While we do not see that as the 
highest priority by any means - looking at the road/rail mix and getting the planning sorted out are the crucial 
steps - nevertheless we are more than happy to proceed with that suggestion.  We will be happy early next year 
to look at working with the high school to get that air monitoring done.  It is an important educational exercise, 
and we note the high school is also actively involved in seagrass monitoring.   

I acknowledge that the lower great southern regional planning strategy has been on hold.  The delay has been a 
consequence of a shortage of qualified planners throughout the State.  The Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure planner, Sue Woodhouse, who was actively engaged in the early stages of this strategy, had to go 
back up to Ningaloo and complete the work she had commenced there.  She is a very capable officer and it 
would be very nice if we could clone her and send her around the State.  A consultant planner who has been on 
board from four to five weeks has been addressing the issues, updating work that has been done and meeting 
with key stakeholders.  She has advised that a steering committee meeting will be held in January 2004.  I know 
that the hardworking member for Albany will not take holidays in January and will be ready for that meeting.  

The Government regrets that these matters have taken longer to resolve than they should have.  However, we 
now have a coordinated focus and we will move forward.  We are particularly focused on getting a solution to 
the link road - which will be only part of the plan - and finding some rail solutions.  When the member is putting 
in his shopping list to the Treasurer, I urge him to seek funding for a couple of those roads.  Important planning 
is involved, which must be brought to fruition.  We are seeking to have that lower great southern regional 
planning strategy released in draft form, hopefully by March, and certainly no later than April 2004, with 
finalisation by the end of the year.  

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted.  
 


